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■ German 
Takes Over at 
Random House

Markus Dohle, a 39-year-old 
Bertelsmann executive, has 
been appointed chief ex-
ecutive of the media group’s 
New York-based publish-
ing division Random House. 
Dohle replaces Peter Olson, 
58. With this, a man without 
publishing experience will 
run one of the world’s most 
famous publishing houses. 

Dohle (picture) was chosen 
to boost the publishing unit, 
whose sales, especially re-
garding paperbacks, have 
been suff ering under the on-
slaught to from digital media 
such as the iPod and online 
content. Dohle was previously 
in charge of printing at Bertels-
mann’s Gütersloh headquar-
ters. He has a reputation as a 
natural salesman and is sup-
posed to exploit new growth 
areas in the book market.

As an executive at Bertels-
mann’s Arvato printing and ser-
vices unit, Dohle oversaw more 
than half of Bertelsmann’s 
100,000 employees world-
wide. Sales in 2007 at Random 
House added up to $2.95 billion 
with an operating margin of 9.4 
percent. The company attribut-
ed its 6-percent fall in revenue 
to the declining dollar. Howev-
er, the publishing house had no 
smash bestseller last year. 

Olson leaves Random 
House after 10 years at the 
helm. He stepped down at 
his own request and plans to 
pursue an academic career 
at Harvard. 

Bertelsmann acquired Ran-
dom House in 1998, Olsen then 
integrated it into the group’s 
existing publishing business. 
Other divisions include Dou-
bleday, Alfred A. Knopf and 
Goldmann & Heyne. Authors 
under contract with Random 
House include Dan Brown 
(“The Da Vinci Code”), John 
Grisham (“The Firm”) and Al 
Gore. Thomas Schuler ■
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